“The Working Group on Relations with
;- Cther Faiths warmly invites you to explore the
“resources # offers. We hope these resources
- guide and Tnspire you to encounter and
experience the rich blessings and wisdom that
relationships with people of other {aiths bring.

Relations with Other Faiths Website

www.assembly.uca.org.aufrof/ which includes:

+ guidelines and resources for planning
intarfaith gatherings

s interfaith etiguetis guidelines

= information end resowrces on interfaith
dislogue angd theology

s papers, arbicles, and statemenis
on interfaith selations

¢ iniormation ebowt Ausiralia’s rebgions

* rgcormnmended reacing dst and hook revi

s contact details for Austrahian religious and
interfaith organisations
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Fronrr the (ross (o the Swastika: Understanding

Antisernitispy {DVD, 1997} and study quides
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Our Mission

The Uniting Charch in Ausirslia National Assembly
Waorking Group on Felations with Other Faiths sesks

to promoie knowledge and understanding of othar iving
witld fatths and their communities. | aims 1o davelop
whersver possibls a commitment 10 promols respect
and tolerance for the integrity of the beliafs of other
falths, cultures and traditions. This desire not only arises
fromm our comman bumanity but also from a desire (o
bve i pgace and goodwall,

The role of the working group is to:

o Provide information, policy and resources on
appropriate positive relationships with other faiths
1o the Assembly.

Haise awareness within the church of the presence
of other faiths in the community, and of thelr particular
neads and place in Australian society.

Bevelop resources that may he appropriate for
congregations and other bodies (o use in multi-flaith
discussions and gatherings.

hMaintain contact with people of other living
world faiths,

Provide advice and assistance to all councils
of the church as requested.

Collaborate where possible with other agencies
and groups interesiad in multi-faith relationships.

Retflect on the theological basis on which interiaith
dialogue should occur and develop statements
and resources for use by the church when
working with people of other faiths.
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i 987 the Sighth Assaembly reguestad the then Doctine
Corranission o prepare & thedlogice! statement 1o guide
the Uniting Church 2s it enterad av increasingly diverse
sociely where many faiths are practiced. The stater:
Living with the Neighbour whao is Different. Christian
Faith in & Muitt Beligious b’aw“? was presentad o the
Minth Assambly which adopted the following theologics
aftirmations as primary values and guiding principles for
th@ Uniting Church's relationship with people of other faiths:

1N

o Gad is calling us to engage i conversaiion
with people of other faiths.

* Christians are called o love the neighbour
who is different.

e God has placed the contemporary Church
in an ideal situation to engage in genuine
diatogue with those of other faiths,

= God delights in diversity and sesks unity.

+ The Spirit is present in all of life.

e The centrality of Jesus Christ in Christian
helieving is not to be campromised.

Dialogue

The Uniting Church values relationships with people

of ather faiths and cultures and affirms the place of
interfaith dialogue in creating and sustaining a culture
of peace and harmony.

tr and through interdaith dialogues we meet with other
peorte who share an exparience of the Diving as wea do.
Diatogues cover argas of cormmon m:@mci and ooneam,
gxplore different themes and lssues of fath, and allow
questions, confusions, angd fr'nﬁmr{“epz s 1o be explored,
Relationships and triendships built in these dislooues havs
ather benefits, T%él‘xf i Qti—’i p{“xs&:mz‘ RS of muauai arnd

LS 19 Suppor L encowage and FE‘&EZEE out o e ,Ez mh@r wh@r
hare gre issues and chisllenges in particular communities.
Mambers of the Uniting Church arg mv@ivm; in & number
of dislogue groups, interizith sctivities and government
consultations on interfaith r:mp«emtsa .
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