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What has the Uniting 
Church decided?
We want to see a peacefully negotiated 
resolution of the conflict between Israel 
and Palestine, with the support of the 
international community. 

We support a two-state solution. In 2009 
we affirmed that both the State of Israel 
and a Palestinian State each have the right 
to live side by side in peace and security. 
We affirmed as well that anti-Semitism 
in all its expressions is an affront to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and we continue to 
encourage our members to be vigilant in 
resisting anti-Semitism and anti-Judaism in 
church and society.  

This awareness-raising campaign 
established includes the promotion of 
the boycott of goods from the illegal 
settlements in the West Bank as part of the 
campaign. This is a position we share with 
Israeli peace activists.

By informing ourselves and by committing 
to support a just peace in Israel-Palestine 
we honour both our sisters and brothers in 
Christ and our Christian call to stand with 
the oppressed. 

Prayer
God of grace and reconciliation, 
pour your power upon all your people in the 
Holy Land: 
Jews, Muslims and Christians, 
Palestinians and Israelis. 

Let hatred be turned into love, fear to trust, 
despair to hope, 
oppression to freedom, occupation to 
liberation, 
that conflict, violence and suffering 
may be replaced by peace and justice for all. 

Amen.  

Get Involved 
assembly.uca.org.au/palestine

Positive change for the people of 
Palestine can only happen if there is a 
groundswell of support. 

Your congregation might consider: 
organising prayer vigils; hosting events 
or forums; writing to your local MP. For 
more information, please sign up to our 
newsletter via the website.

Feel free to reprint and share this flyer.



The Uniting Church and 
Palestine
In 2015 our 14th Assembly meeting resolved 
to establish a campaign to raise awareness 
throughout the Uniting Church on the 
plight of Palestinian Christians and the 
Palestinian people, because: 

• Palestinian Christians and the World 
Council of Churches have asked churches to 
respond to the suffering of the Palestinian 
churches and people.

• We are part of the one body of Christ; “if 
one member suffers, we all suffer together 
with it” 
(1 Corinthians 12:26).

• We are disciples of Jesus, whose life and 
ministry fulfills the prophetic tradition 
of bringing good news to the poor and 
seeking freedom for the oppressed (Luke 
4:18-21, Isaiah 61:1).  

 

What’s happening in Israel 
and Palestine? 
Palestine has been under Israeli military 
occupation since 1967. The West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and Gaza are officially controlled 
by Israel. Israel withdrew from the Gaza Strip 
in 2005, but over the years illegal Israeli 
settlements and land confiscations have taken 
over nearly half of the West Bank. 

Palestinians living under occupation endure 
daily harassments and privations at the hands 
of Israeli occupiers, which have brought a deep 
sense of hopelessness and despair to the people 
of Palestine. Violent conflict in recent years 
has cost several thousand Palestinian lives and 
dozens of Israeli lives as well.

The prospects for negotiated peace and the 
desired “two-state solution” are bleak and 
Palestinians have little hope for a better future. 
Palestinian Christians now comprise less than 
2% of the population of Palestine.

What are settlements?
Israeli settlements are segregated enclaves 
built only for Israeli Jews on Palestinian 
land in the West Bank. Over 500,000 Israeli 
settlers live in the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem, alongside 3 million Palestinians. 

The United Nations, the United States and 
many others agree these settlements pose 
a significant barrier to negotiating peace in 
the region.

Uniting Church minister Rev. Joan Fisher volunteered as an ecumenical 
accompanier in Palestine in 2015.

Mural in Dheisheh refugee camp south of Bethlehem, where displaced Palestinians 
have been living since 1949.

Maale Adummim is an Israeli settlement in the West Bank with a 
population of 40,000.


