Interfaith Action

Activity Ideas to Build Interfaith Understanding and Friendship
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Introduction
Interfaith September is an opportunity to build understanding and
friendship with people of other faiths.
As Christians, we believe diversity is a part of God’s creation. Our
faith in Christ calls us to live together in peace and love and to
engage in genuine dialogue with people of other faiths.
In Australia today, there is much work to do healing divisions caused
by ignorance, fear and poor understanding. But by reaching out to
people of other faiths, we can make a difference.

We are grateful to UCA theologian Rev. Dr Clive Pearson for his
work compiling the interfaith reflections and worship resources.
We look forward to hearing how you have participated in Interfaith
September this year.
Wishing you a fruitful and enriching journey!
Rev. Michael Barnes,
Convenor
UCA Assembly Relations with Other Faiths

When we come together, we realise how similar we are. We
appreciate our differences in a much more nuanced way. The
friendships we make can transform and enrich us.
Standing together, we send a strong message to those around us
about our shared desire for peace and harmony.
We invite you to get involved in Interfaith September in any way
that suits you. You may follow the worship resource each week,
theme a sermon, use a suggested hymn or host an event. You may
choose another time of year that is more suitable. It is up to you.
This year we have produced four resources:
•
•
•

•

Lectionary Guide A week-by-week reflection on the gospels
contained in the Lectionary for September with four different
interfaith themes.
Worship Resource Alongside the Lectionary Guide, the worship
resource includes sermon starters, links to other resources, an
Order of Service and other ideas.
Videos Six videos sharing stories of interfaith friendship. These
are matched with the four weekly themes of the Lectionary
Guide and could be shared during worship or community
gatherings.
Interfaith Action Ideas and tips for how you can reach out to
people of other faiths and build on understanding and friendship.
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Interfaith Action
Interfaith September is a time to reach out to people of other
faiths in your community and look for ways to build understanding and friendships across different faiths.
In this guide we suggest four activities that will help you learn
more about other faiths and also provide opportunities for
personal encounters with people of different faiths. When people of faith meet together, the boundaries and misconceptions
that divide us are broken down and we realise how much we
have in common.
You may choose to do one activity each week of Interfaith
September or make a commitment to one of the actions in the
coming year.
We’ve included some basic tips and also references to further
resources.
We’ve included the links to our Interfaith September videos
for each week as another activity idea. Watch them with your
community, family or a group of friends.
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Action 1 Invite someone from another faith to speak to your community.
Tips
•

•

•

•

•

Invite someone from another faith who lives or worships
near or close to your community.
Explain why you would like them to speak and how your
community would like to learn more about their particular
faith. Be open about your desire to break down or correct
any misconceptions or stereotypes that may be present
in your community.
Provide a clear outline of what you would like them to
speak about. You may ask them to provide an overview
of their faith, an explanation of a particular practice or
festival or a personal story. For example, a Jewish person
may speak about the celebration of the Passover in the
Jewish tradition. A Muslim person may speak about
their lives in Australia and challenges faced by their
community.
You may like to have an interview and provide the
questions ahead of time, or invite a number of speakers
to speak about a common topic on a panel.
If they are willing, include time for Questions and
Answers.

Interfaith September 2016

• Helpful Links
•

Links to the national organisations of the major religions
in Australia.

https://assembly.uca.org.au/rof/religions-in-australia
•

Read about a recent interfaith event hosted by The
Avenue Uniting Church

https://assembly.uca.org.au/rof/about/news/567-listeningengaging-and-building-respect

WATCH and SHARE
Week 1: Rev. Gaby Kobrossi and Rula Ali
Each week volunteers from Bankstown District Uniting
Church run English classes for people newly-arrived in
Australia. Following the announcement that Australia will
accept an extra 12,000 refugees fleeing the Syrian crisis,
the congregation received funding to establish a refugee
hub as a point of welcome and assistance. They provide
these services to all people, regardless of people’s faith
or cultural background.
In this video, Rula Ali, a Muslim woman, speaks about
the challenges she has faced since fleeing the Middle
East and the welcome she found at Bankstown Uniting
Church. Rev. Gaby Kabrossi reminds us that we cannot
count the cost of discipleship when it comes to loving
our neighbour.
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Action 2

Visit the worship place of another faith.

Tips

WATCH and SHARE

•

Week 2:

Ask permission ahead of time and explain why you want
to visit. If possible, get a group together so you can share
the experience. You may even be offered the assistance
of a guide.

•

Be aware of the protocols and appropriate dress for the
place of worship you are visiting, for example covering
your head or removing shoes. If you are unsure, ask.

•

Don’t be afraid to ask questions. People will appreciate
your interest if you are sincere and respectful.

•

Follow what others are doing, like standing when they do
and bowing your head when prayers are being offered.

• Helpful Links
•

Parliament of World Religions: How to be a good visitor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6K9Vv2O2nH0
•

Practical guidelines on how to go about interreligious
dialogue (Columban Interreligious Dialogue)

http://columbanird.org/how/
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1. Rev. Dr Manas Ghosh and Pandit Jatin Bhatt
UCA minister Rev. Dr Manas Ghosh and Hindu priest
Pandit Jatin Bhatt first met when Manas took a group
of students to visit the Sri Mandir Temple in Auburn in
Sydney’s west and have become firm friends. They are
regular visitors at each other’s place of worship, share
ideas on how best to serve their communities and haved
worked together to bring about peace and harmony in
the city of Parramatta and beyond. They share with us
some of the joy of their friendship.

2. Wilma Viswanathan and Josie Lacey
Meet two interfaith champions: Wilma Viswanathan, an
executive member of the UCA Assembly Relations with
Other Faiths Working Group and former NCCA staff
member and Josie Lacey, life member of the Executive
Council of Australian Jews and founder of the Women’s
Interfaith Network. Through their commitment to
interfaith activities and finding they share so many core
values, the two women have become like family. They
tell us about the joy in their friendship and need for
hospitality to stretch beyond our own faith communities.
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Action 3

Host an interfaith event.

Tips

WATCH and SHARE

•

Week 3: Rev. Michael Barnes and Dr Ibrahim
Abu Mohammed

Think about what type of event is most helpful or
appropriate. You may choose to host a meal, put
together an interfaith panel or show a film.

Video 1:
•

Get input from those you intend to include. Be clear
about the purpose of the event.

•

Avoid key times of worship or holy days for different
faiths.

•

If serving food, identify and cater for all dietary
requirements of members of different faiths. If you are
unsure, ask.

• Helpful Links
•

LHow to Host an Interfaith Event

https://assembly.uca.org.au/rof/images/
HostAnInterfaithEvent_FINAL.pdf
•

Etiquette for Different Faiths

https://assembly.uca.org.au/relations-with-other-faiths/
resources/interfaith-gathering/item/2431-interfaithgathering#etiquette
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When Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohammed, the Grand Mufti of
Australia, came to speak at Gordon Uniting Church for
Interfaith September last year, a deep-seated friendship
was planted with minister Rev. Michael Barnes, the
Convenor of Assembly Relations with other Faiths. In this
video, he shares how “his brother” Michael has supported
him during times of hardship. Michael speaks of how
meeting the Grand Mufti has widened his understanding
of life and faith.
Video 2:
The Grand Mufti speaks about the challenges facing the
Muslim community in Australia and calls us to dialogue
with one another. Michael shares an example of how
Gordon Uniting Church expressed its solidarity with the
Muslim community when they were under significant
pressure.
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Action 4 Start an interfaith group.
Tips

• Helpful Links

•

Be clear about the purpose of the group from the start.
What are your aims? For example, to get to know each
other better, to build friendship, to work together on a
common project.

•

Make sure your group has equal representation of all the
faiths you intend to include.

•

•

•

Spend time in the beginning just getting to know each
other. It will provide common ground and friendship to
build on for further dialogue or action.

•

Come to the group with the intention of learning, not to
change the other person. Be prepared to be view yourself
differently from your experience with ‘the other’.

•

Be open and honest. Genuine dialogue is based on mutual
trust.

Guidelines for Interfaith Dialogue (Council for Australian
Catholic Women)

http://www.cimer.org.au/documents/
CACWGuidelinesforInterfaithDialogue.pdf
Guide to Interfaith Dialogue (Relations with Other Faiths)

https://assembly.uca.org.au/rof/images/
GuideToInterfaithDialogue_FINAL.pdf

WATCH and SHARE
Week 4: Rev. Heather Griffin and Susan Handley
In this video, Uniting Church Minister Heather Griffin and
Susan Handley from the Baha’i community in Brisbane
share how they are united by a shared desire to bring
about peace and better understanding of other faiths in
their community.
They share how working alongside people of different
faiths in the care of others has enriched their own faith
journey. Church. Rev. Gaby Kabrossi reminds us that we
cannot count the cost of discipleship when it comes to
loving our neighbour.
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Stay in touch
assembly.uca.org.au/rof
facebook.com/interfaithUCA
rof@nat.uca.org.au

