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ANZAC DAY SERVICE 2020 – Online 

 
WELCOME       

Hello and Welcome, 
I am the Reverend Charles Vesely, a serving Army Chaplain, I welcome you to this ANZAC 
Service coming to you from the historic war memorial at Brisbane’s Toowong Cemetery.  I 
thank you for joining in this online service through the Uniting Church in Australia National 
Assembly, media channels.  I acknowledge the original custodians and defenders of the country 
upon which today I stand, the Turrbal and Yuggera people. I pay my respects to their elders past, 
present, and emerging. 
 
 
It was on this site is where the World War I Chaplain, the Reverend Cannon David Garland 
conducted the first of the ANZAC Day Services. The memorial which you see on this spot, was 
the first official major war memorial for the state of Queensland.  Garland was not only 
responsible for the writing of the format for the ANZAC Day service with which we are all so 
familiar, but the layout of this site.   Cannon Garland’s final resting place is just less than 200 
meters from where I am standing now. Also, at rest in this historic cemetery are numerous 
veterans who served in both World Wars and other conflicts.  From wherever you may be joining 
me now, my hope is that for the next few moments we may remember and honour those who 
have served our nation. 
  
Call to Commemoration 

On this day above all days, we recall those who in the great tragedy of war, gave their lives for 
Australia and the freedom of all people. We remember all those who still sleep amid the ridges of 
Gallipoli and the terraced hills of Palestine; those who lie in the cemeteries of France and Russia; 
those who rest in the shimmering haze of the Libyan desert, the jungles of Malaya, New Guinea 
and the Pacific Islands; those who fought in the liberation of Europe, in the defence of Britain, in 
Korea, Borneo, Vietnam, the peacekeeping forces of the United Nations, the war on terror, in our 
own land and unknown resting places in every sea.  
 

Let us Pray: 
Eternal God, the only source of peace, we pray for all those who serve in the Defence Forces of 
our country, Australia. Protect them from all dangers as they maintain the traditions that we here 
today contributed to. Grant us Your Mercy and Peace so that we may continue to serve you each 
in our own way. 

While we greet those, who have joined us this day, we pray for those who have marched on 
ahead of us. We dedicate ourselves to honouring their memory, and we pray for the welfare of 
their families. 



 2 

Almighty God, in whose hands are the living and the dead, we thank You for all who have given 
their lives in the service of our country. Grant to them Your Mercy and Peace and give us a 
lively sense of Your righteous will, that the work You began in them may be furthered and 
perfected in us and our successors. 

We ask this Through Our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit one God for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE ANZAC DEDICATION 

It is written in the hearts of our people 
that we seek after liberty and teach it; 

It is recorded in the history of our people 
that we fought for it and won it; 

It is recorded on this day that our people 
have suffered and died for it. 

Therefore, we meet this day to ponder, 
to pray and to remember.  

 

SCRIPTURE READING  

 
Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures, 
he leads me beside quiet waters, 
3     he refreshes my soul. 
He guides me along the right paths 
    for his name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley,  
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me 
    in the presence of my enemies. 
You anoint my head with oil; 
    my cup overflows. 
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me 
    all the days of my life, 
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and I will dwell in the house of the Lord 
    forever. 

 
REFLECTION      
 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE     

Lord may we put our trust in the power of good to overcome evil, of love to overcome hate. We 
pray for the vision to see and the faith to believe in a world without violence, a new world 
without fear or hunger. Help us to devote our whole life and thoughts and energy to the task of 
bringing peace.    Amen 
 

PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER BECAUSE OF WAR 

God of all compassion, you have always heard the cry of those who call to you, so now, we call 
out for all those who suffer through war especially the families, the wives, sons, daughters, 
mothers and fathers. Grant them peace and understanding so that they may endure the trials of 
this life coming to know the comfort of your presence and love.  Amen 

 

THE SERVICE PRAYER  

 

Almighty God, whose command is over all, and whose love never fails, let us be aware of your 
presence and obedient to your will. 
 
Keep us true to our best selves, guarding us against sinning in thought word and deed, and 
helping us to live, that we can stand unashamed before our comrades, our loved ones and You. 
 
Protect those whom we love. Give us the will to do our work well, and to accept our share of 
responsibility with a strong heart and cheerful mind. 
 
Make us considerate of those with whom we live and work and faithful to the duties entrusted to 
us. 
 
Let our uniform remind us daily of the traditions of the service of which we are part. 
 
If we are inclined to doubt, steady our faith. 

If we are tempted to sin, make us strength to resist. 
If we miss the mark, give us courage to try again. 
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Guide us with the light of truth, and keep before us the life of Him, by whose example and help 
we trust to obtain the answer to our prayer. Amen 
 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

  

Our Father who art in Heaven 

Hallowed be thy name 
Thy kingdom come 

Thy will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven 

Give us this day our daily bread 
And forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us 
And lead us not into temptation 

But deliver us from evil 
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen 

 
I invite you to stand if you are able wherever you may be, for the solemn commemoration: 

 
ODE  
 

They went with songs to battle, they were young,       
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow. 
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted, 
They fell with their faces to the foe. 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
 
We will remember them. 
 
All: We will remember them. 
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Lest we forget 
 

All: Lest we forget   
 

THE LAST POST  

 

TWO MINUTES SILENCE 

 

ROUSE  

 

BENEDICTION        

 
Go forth into the world in peace; 

be of good courage; 
hold fast to that which is good; 

render to no person evil for evil; 
strengthen the faint-hearted; 

support the weak; 
help the afflicted; 

honour all people; 
love and serve the Lord, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
And + the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always.    AMEN 

 
NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ANTHEMS 

 Conclusion 

Friends, that concludes this special service ANZAC Day Service.  I invite you to reflect in the 
course of this day on our Australian Defence Force Chaplains serving as I speak to you on 
operations on Australian soil, in particular on OPERATION COVID-19 ASSIST, and others still 
in various locations operations overseas and on the seas.   Please remember them in your prayers.  
I would like to acknowledge the assistance of those who have made this service possible:  

UCA Assembly Media Unit – Matt Pulford 
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Alex Baker, on Camera 
Queensland Synod of the UCA 

SGT Steven Carter Bugler, Australian Army Band, Brisbane 
RSM Ceremonial Brisbane, WO1 Brian Moore, OAM 

Brisbane City Council 
I further, invite you to join us for the live streamed service from the Chapel of St Paul RMC 
Duntroon Canberra, at 10 am. 
 
Thank you for joining in this service and may you have safe and good day.  I am the Reverend 
Charles Vesely, bidding you farewell from Brisbane 

 


