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Invitation to President’s Conference 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 
I am hosting my first Presidents’ Conference, ‘For the Whole Creation’, July 13 -17 2019 in 
Nadi, Fiji. This event is open to all members of our Uniting Church community. 
 
I am excited by the program we are developing and wanted to take this opportunity to 
inform you about some of what will be on offer. 
 
The major themes are environmental justice, gender justice and how we grow in Christian 
discipleship. I am delighted that our partner church in Fiji, the Methodist Church in Fiji is 
joining with us in developing the program, that Rev Dr Vicky Balabanski has agreed to be our 
bible study leader, and Rev Dr Seforosa Carroll and Rev James Bhagwan are our keynote 
speakers.  
 
Vicky Balabanski will lead daily bible studies. She is Senior Lecturer in New Testament at 
Flinders University and Uniting College for Leadership and Theology. She is currently 
contributing to the International Earth Bible Project, which has produced a series of books 
that seek to read the Bible in the shadow of the ecological crisis facing Earth. Her studies will 
draw from her work for this project. 
 
Sef Carroll works in UnitingWorld and is a guest lecturer at the School of Theology at Charles 
Sturt University.  She works alongside our partner churches in the Pacific as they progress 
challenging conversations on gender-based violence, women in leadership and climate 
change. She will include particular input on climate justice in the Pacific, the issues of 
displacement and migration as people lose their homes, and our responsibility to speak into 
this space preventatively. 
 
James Bhagwan is the General Secretary of the Pacific Conference of Churches. He has a 
keen interest in Contextual Theology and Social Ethics. He will speak about the Pacific 
context of mission and the project, Reweaving the Ecological Mat. This project is concerned 
about the well-being and wholeness of Pacific indigenous communities. It explores how 
indigenous wisdom and talanoa can navigate trends and issues that impact Pacific ecology. 
 
We will offer a number of electives and panel discussions hosted by people from the 
Methodist Church in Fiji, the Pacific Conference of Churches, as well as  Uniting Church 
people with interest and knowledge in our themes.  
 
I am particularly looking forward to the worship that will gather us together every day and 
the opportunity to worship with our partner church.  



 
You will find information about accommodation, registration and pricing on the Assembly 
website at https://assembly.uca.org.au/presidentsconference 
 
Please accept this as an invitation to you all to join us in Nadi. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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