
CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 
 
THE GATHERING OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 
Our land is alive with the glory of God;  
desert sands hum and gum trees dance.  
Brown grasses sing  
and mountains breathe their stillness.  
All created things add their rhythms of delight  
and even stones rap out their praise.  
Let our voices mingle with those of the earth;  
may our hearts join the beat of her joy,  
for our triune God is with us:  
our creator surrounds and upholds us.  
Christ Jesus walks beside and before us.  
The Spirit moves within and between us.  
Blessed be God, our wonder and delight.  
 
Today, as we recognise the birthday of the Uniting Church 
we acknowledge the XXX people,  
the first inhabitants of this place from time beyond remembering.  
We honour them for their custodianship of the land,  
on which we gather today.  
 
HYMN 474 Here in this place 
 
PRAYER OF ADORATION AND CONFESSION 
 
God of yesterday,  
we praise you for your goodness to our forebears;  
you led them out of slavery to a land of promise,  
and from exile you showed them the way home.  
You raised prophets and teachers,  
and came to us in Jesus Christ,  
who lived, died and rose again for our sake.  
 
God of today,  
we see you at work in our time.  
As people are led into freedom from sin and suffering,  
as your Spirit forms the life of Christ among us,  
as we are drawn into greater and deeper unity,  
we give you thanks and praise.  
 
God of tomorrow,  
we look for signs of the coming of Christ;  
sounds of joy and gladness,  



people sharing what they have with others,  
the knowledge of Christ covering the earth  
as the waters cover the sea.  
 
God of yesterday, today, and tomorrow,  
we lift our hearts, our minds and our lives  
to worship you, now and for ever,  
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Yet, O God,  
we come to you knowing  
that we have failed to obey the call of Jesus  
to love you and one another with our whole being;  
but we come also to a God who reaches out to us  
with healing and reconciliation.  
 
We have failed to value the life of other people, 
other creatures, and the world you have given to be our home. 
Lord, forgive us. 
 
We have failed to recognise the connectedness of all things, 
and have brought pain through division and exclusion. 
Lord, forgive us 
 
We have denied your Presence, ignored your voice 
and forgotten your love for us and all that you have made. 
Lord, forgive us. 
 
Silent Confession 
 
God of all mercy,  
give us grace today to make a fresh start.  
As we hope to be forgiven, teach us how to forgive;  
and lead us forward in a new life 
where neither grudges nor resentment have a part;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
 
ASSURANCE OF NEW LIFE 
On this day, as on every day, God stands,  
arms wide open to embrace us;  
heart wide open to forgive us.  
The Spirit is poured out upon us,  
restoring the relationship between human and divine; 
between heaven and earth. 
We hear this good news and say: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 



A reading from our shared scriptures:  XXX 
In this is the Word of the Lord:  Thanks be to God. 
 
A reading from the book of Psalms: Psalm XXX 
 
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew:  Matthew XXX 
In this is the gospel of our Lord: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN 459 In Christ there is no east or west 
  
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (adapted from the Basis of Union) 
 
We believe in God,  
sovereign in grace and love,  
maker of all things.  
 
We believe in Jesus Christ,  
the eternal Word of God,  
the firstborn of a new creation.  
 
We believe in God’s eternal Spirit,  
pledge and foretaste of the future,  
given that we may not lose the way,  
who has endowed us with a diversity of gifts.  
 
We are a pilgrim people  
on the way to the promised goal.  
On this way, we are called to live and work  
within the faith and unity  
of the one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
In this unity, we offer our worship, witness and service  
and receive one another in love and joy.  
 
We are being led to the free obedience  
of the children of God,  
and so we look with yearning and hope  
to the final reconciliation of humanity with God,  
and the renewal of all creation.  
Alleluia. Amen.  
 
 
WE DEDICATE OURSELVES ANEW  
AS MEMBERS OF CHRIST’S CHURCH 
 
The church is one body, made of many members.  
Each of us adds something beautiful and unique to this community.  
Though we are frail humans, God dwells on earth  
and makes himself known in sacred spaces and sacred moments.  



 
God is with us, today, here in this place. 
 
We promise to love as God’s people,  
and to sing, pray, listen, hear the words of scripture,  
and to share these things with each other  
so we may energise and deepen our faith.  
 
We dedicate ourselves this day to serving each other. 
 
We look forward to more years of service and worship together.  
We dedicate ourselves anew to being Christ’s people in the world.  
 
Where there has been conflict among us, we pray for the  
softening of hearts and for reconciliation between us.  
 
We pray for healing, peace and co-operation among us.  
 
We covenant anew today,  
to share the ministry of Jesus with each other,  
and with the larger community around us,  
so that all who meet us may know, by our example,  
of his unconditional love and healing grace.  
 
Filled by the grace and love of Jesus Christ,  
we dedicate ourselves afresh to God’s service.   
 
With God's help, may it be so! 
 
HYMN (Tune TiS 152 Ode to Joy)   
God the Father, Son and Spirit 
(words by Keith Pearson) 
This paraphrase of Paragraph 1 of the Basis of Union  
was included in resources for the 15th anniversary of the Uniting Church  
based around the theme “Forward Together”.  
 
God the Father, Son and Spirit, 
through your grace immense and free, 
Draw us to yourself and bring us  
into deeper unity. 
Come, renew us as we worship,  
witnessing to truth we hear, 
And, through lives of humble service,  
show forth Christ our saving Lord. 
 
We are ready to go forward,  
loyal alone to Christ our Head, 
In the church which is his body,  
follow on where has led. 



Open still to your reforming,  
through your word in Christ your Son, 
All united by the Spirit,  
who makes all your people one. 
 
We acknowledge one another;  
love and joy to each is shown; 
Our belief in Christ our Master  
sends us out to make him know. 
So we live in hope’s assurance,  
waiting for the day to come 
When the kingdoms of this world  
shall be the Kingdom of your Son. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERING 
 
THE SENDING FORTH OF THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
 
HYMN 687  God gives us a future  
 
CLOSING RESPONSE 
 
Creator God, you call us to believe and to follow you:  
awaken our faith in your presence among us. 
Creator God, you call us to be a new creation: 
fill us now with your Spirit, 
and inspire us with the good news of salvation. 
Creator God,  
keep us, your children born of water and spirit, 
faithful to our calling as followers of Jesus.  Amen 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace; 
may you carry God’s Wisdom, 
speak forth God’s Word, 
and embody God’s Presence 
wherever you are. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 


