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Today’s visit takes me to Lelehudi, a village 
of around 500 people located on the east 
coast of PNG’s Milne Bay Province. My task is 
to assess the success of our local clean water 
project, speaking to both our residents and 
our Partner Managers. 

As we travel by 4WD into the community I notice the lush greenery of the 
place, with rocky streams and ocean views enjoyed by the residents of the pig 
pens and chicken coops.   At first glance it appears unlikely that access to 
clean water might ever have been a problem in this location - the village is 
orderly and well kept, each home with a square veggie patch out front. Prior 
to our partnership with the United Church of Papua New Guinea, however, all 
500 people relied on water from a shallow stream several kilometres away, 
carried home in heavy buckets and stored in open containers.  

Clean Water – safe healthy children, women contributing to community life 

The first person I meet is Albertine, 
whose eyes light up as she tells me 
about how different life is for her 
daughter, now a young mother caring 
for her children.  

When Albertine was raising her family, 
life was hard and much of her day and 
into the night was spent collecting 
water and preparing food. It was harder 
to bathe her children who were always 
getting sick and attended school only 
sporadically as a result. Gardens were 
hard to maintain during the drought and 
the family often went hungry.  

Now she watches her grandchildren playing under the taps and enjoying their 
chores watering the garden and collecting vegetables with their mother. 
Albertine also served a year on the village water committee and said she 
enjoyed having a voice in decision making and keeping the project maintained. 
She has never had the chance to contribute to village life like this before. 

Education for better health 

I also speak with Elenoa and Clement who oversee all the UnitingWorld water 
projects in PNG and they stress to me the importance of changing people’s 
attitudes toward sanitation and health.  

“Often people don’t realise the connection between hand washing and disease, 
or the importance of keeping the animals away from the water supply.” Elonoa 
tells me. “Our job is to check that both the technical side of the projects 

  



are being maintained and to ensure that people in the community are changing 
their attitudes and behaviour to health and sanitation.” 

I’m interested in how the water systems work and learn that the gravity fed 
supply comes from a dam at the top of a nearby hill and travels down to the 
village through pipes into a number of large water tanks. There are 18 taps 
spread strategically throughout the village for people to use each day; water 
is collected in sealed containers and kept inside people’s homes to minimise 
contamination. I am impressed by how well this system works and commend the 
water committee on their careful management. 

No clean water – skin disease and open wounds 

Our next stop takes us a few kilometres along the 
road where I visit a second village, still 
reliant upon a shallow gravel stream for washing, 
cooking and cleaning. 

There is simply not enough water to keep 
children clean, knowledge of hygiene is limited 
and I meet a young woman who shows me a child 
with skin disease etched upon his body in raised 
straight lines. It’s called ‘Grille’ locally:  
highly infectious, very itchy and inflamed. 

Outside the nearby health clinic I see a young 
girl lying on the steps with a fresh machete 

wound to her leg. I’m frustrated to learn that there is no pain 
relief or antibiotics available to her. I empty my bag of Panadol and give  
it to the nurse to administer, making a note to buy more from town and ask 
the project workers to send it down on the next truck.  

The water supply to this clinic is rain water catchment only: if it doesn’t 
rain here for two weeks the supply will dry up. They have one tap only, 
outside the clinic, making cleaning wounds and keeping patients clean 
challenging. The health nurse lives on site and her family also use this tap. 

Plans to bring life-saving clean water to more communities 

Plans are underway to bring water to many more communities, schools and 
health posts in this region. My day ends with discussions around how we can 
make this possible, the most effective ways to serve the most people and how 
we can strengthen what we are doing.   

When I return to my Sydney office with plenty of water available,  
I read about the likelihood of the El Nino effect bringing unstable weather 
and drought to PNG and much of the Pacific in coming seasons. It’s difficult 
to imagine what a devastating impact this will have upon the families I have 
just been with.  

Five million people in PNG don’t have access to clean water and sanitation.  
I am heartened by the fact that we are acting with them and on their behalf, 
making plans to expand the reach of our projects.  

This work saves and enriches people’s lives. It is my privilege to be part  
of it.  

Jane Kennedy, Manager Papua New Guinea Projects, UnitingWorld. 


