
1

SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE

QUESTION AND ANSWER SHEET

While we are seeking your answers to the questions below, we are also asking you for
additional information to assist with the planning of this review. Before commencing
the task below, we would suggest you pause and open yourself freely to the Spirit by
participating in this short devotional.

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 3-31

Commentary:

Paul here is writing to a deeply divided church whose missionary effectiveness
has been compromised by spiritual pride. Some took pride in which Christian
“guru” they associated with (1 Cor.1:10–15). Others took personal pride in the
particular gift of the Spirit they manifested. To one and all, Paul counselled, “Let
those who boast, boast in the Lord” (1 Cor.1:31). That is, there is no place in the
Christian church for such misplaced pride. That is the negative side of Paul’s
argument. Put positively, as we find in our reading, Paul urges all Christians to
exercise their God-given gifts (both ‘natural’ and ‘spiritual’) for the building up of
the whole body. The church is called to be a community of interdependent parts,
united by their common dependence upon Christ and the in-dwelling Spirit. To
put the situation in sporting vernacular, the Corinthian church was a team of
‘spiritual Champions’ but they were by no means operating as a ‘champion team’.

        “You are the body of Christ and individually members of it.”
The church is fundamentally the community of Jesus’ people—and each is called
and gifted to participate with God’s people in God’s mission of love to the world.

Prayer:

Gracious God, once we were no people but now we are your people. In Christ
we are a new creation, citizens of your Kingdom now and forever. Help us, by
the power of your Spirit, to be faithful to Jesus, the Lord of the church. Endow us
with the gifts we need to be your people in our local community and beyond—
worshipping, serving, witnessing to the good news of your love for all. We pray
in the name and Spirit of Christ. Amen.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Name of Individual/Group completing answers...............................................

Parish ..........................................................

How many people are sharing the discussion to complete the answers below?............

IF A GROUP

How many   Men ......................       Women ..................
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How many Under 18 ................19-30.................30-60 ................ 60+ .......

How many travel to church  less than 5 km .....................;  6-15 km .............;

                                                    16-30 km ..................;    30+ km ................
What is the shortest and longest association with the parish in this group —

less than 5 years ..........;  6-15 years ..........;  15+ years  ..........;

2 generations       ..........;  3+ generations ..........

IF AN INDIVIDUAL

       Male .............   Female ............

 What Age group  - Under 18 ...... ....  19-30 ........ ..  30-60........ .. 60+............

How far do you travel to church - Less than 5 km .........; 6-15 km ............;

                                                           16-30 km ...........;  30+ km ............

How long have you been associated with the parish — less than 5 years............;

6-15 years..........; 15+ years..........; 2 generations.......; 3+ generations..............

REVIEW QUESTIONS

1.  What size do you expect the regular worshipping community in your church

to be in 5 years ..................., 10 years.................., 20 years ................?

Why?...........................................................................................

..................................................................................................

2.  Where do you expect to be attending worship services in 5 years?

........................................................................

Why?...........................................................................................

..................................................................................................

3.  Describe the type of  pastoral care you and the church family in your community
will need in the next few years (eg home visits by minister, provision of small
group network for fellowship/support etc.).

..................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

4.  What contribution do you hope/expect you and your church will make to the
‘outreach’, ‘evangelism’ and ‘education’ activities of the church over the next five
years (eg conduct Sunday School, Carols by Candlelight)?

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

.................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

5.  On the scale of 1 (weak) to 10 (strong) mark the strength of your church in terms
of:

worship          1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
pastoral care  1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
outreach         1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
service             1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
education        1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
social justice   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10
other               1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  .................................

How might the neglected or inadequately treated issues from the list above be
addressed?

..................................................................................................

.................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

6.  How do you expect the organisational needs of your congregation to be managed
in the next five years?

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................
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..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

7.  What would be the ideal organisational management for your congregation?

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

8.  What are the community service priorities that you want your church to contribute
to in your community in the next few years?

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

9.  Where rural communities are too small to support a minister in their immediate
community, what order of priority would you give the following arrangements for
those communities? (If you have other suggestions, add them in the space provided
before marking your priorities.)

       Priority  Arrangement

Join the parish in the town where they do their shopping.

Link a number of small communities together to form a larger group to 
support a minister in one of those communities.

The minister move around small communities conducting separate 
services in each place.

Attend service in town say three out of four weeks and one out of four 
weeks in own small community.
..............................................................................................
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..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

10. In deciding where worshipping congregations should be supported with a minister,
what order would you consider the following criteria; add others in space provided
before marking your priority.

Level of financial independence of congregation.

Number of people attending worship.

The tradition in the area.

The number of young people in congregation.

The extent of participation in all congregation activities.

The number of other protestant churches in the area.

Distance from other parishes.

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

11.  What, in your opinion, are the five main issues that this review of parishes in the
Presbytery should examine.

1. .............................................................................................
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2. .............................................................................................

3. ............................................................................................
4. .............................................................................................

5. .............................................................................................
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Additional  Comments

Please record below any extra information on any of the questions that you would like
to share with the review group.

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................

The Uniting Church in Australia, National Assembly Working Groups on Mission and
Evangelism has added this article to the on line Mission Folio in September 2001.

The folio is made up of papers and reports reflecting on mission and evangelism in the
Australian context.  The folio includes a number of papers from the National Theological
Consultation held in Adelaide in 2000 and will progressively include some of the major
statements from the Assembly over the past twenty-five years. We would be pleased to
hear from you and this is an invitation for you to send papers for inclusion in the folio.

For further information Contact the Rev Dean Eland at deanelnd@melbpc.org.au
Phone at 03 9311 1161 or fax at 03 9311 2665. PO Box 384 SUNSHINE 3020.
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This article is one of twenty articles included in “Congregations Learning Together for the
Future; a Workbook to help plan and create cluster ministries”, produced by the
Commission for Mission, Synod of Victoria in November 1996. Editors Bruce McKenzie
and Rev Dean Eland.


